Literacy Homework

First read the poem, checking you understand (and enjoy) it.

Then, take time and care to answer the questions.

 Daddy fell into the Pond
By Alfred Noyes

Everyone grumbled. The sky was grey.
We had nothing to do and nothing to say.
We were nearing the end of a dismal day,
And then there seemed to be nothing beyond,
Then
Daddy fell into the pond!

And everyone's face grew merry and bright,
And Timothy danced for sheer delight.
"Give me the camera, quick, oh quick!
He's crawling out of the duckweed!" Click!

Then the gardener suddenly slapped his knee,
And doubled up, shaking silently,
And the ducks all quacked as if they were daft,
And it sounded as if the old drake laughed.
Oh, there wasn't a thing that didn't respond
When Daddy Fell into the pond!

Questions:

1. Describe the day before Daddy fell into the pond using the lines of the poem. Be sure to use your words!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who took a picture of Dad?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why was the gardener shaking so much?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What is ‘click’ the sound of?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What is the link between the weather and people’s mood in the first few lines?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. You may need to use a dictionary for this part. For each word from the poem, choose a word with a similar meaning. 
	Word from the poem
	An alternative word with a similar meaning

	dismal
	

	merry
	

	daft
	

	respond
	

	beyond
	


7. The poem says that the gardener “doubled up”. How would you describe this in his own words? Why was he doing it?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
